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Synopsis

In the midst of turmoil in the Middle East, and in the face of protests and demonstrations from Homs
to Damascus and other places all over Syria, the Ba’'th Party and Bashar al-Asad are truly caught up
in a struggle to hold onto power in Syria. In this important book, Nikolaos van Dam explores and
explains how the Asad dynasty has come to rule Syria for about half a century and keep the
complex patchwork of minorities, factions and opponents securely under control for such an
unprecedented long period. Through an in-depth examination of the role of sectarian, regional and
tribal loyalties, van Dam traces developments within the Ba’th party and the military and civilian

power elite from the 1963 Ba'thist takeover up to the present day.
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Customer Reviews

This book is quite short, which is just as well because it is written in a style which seems pedantic,
making me think the author was steeped in Syrian politics to a degree that he did not wish or
perhaps even feel in his heart to cause any offence to any parties. He works hard not to take
sides.Short it may be, but the author has read extensively documentation in several languages
including many lengthy sets of memoirs in Arabic. The final chapter summarizes his views of some
of these memoirs, and is well worth reading.This book focuses mainly on the rise to power of Hafiz
al Asad (Assad senior) and suggests that through the sixties and seventies the power of the Assad
dynasty (my word not his) was established at times with great brutality, but Van Dam seems to

come to the same conclusion reached by Patrick Seale in his excellent biography of Assad, that if



Assad wanted to stay in power he had no choice.The tale of this book is the rivalry between tribal
and religious groups, most especially the Sunni majority and Alawi, Druze and Christian
minorities.Interestingly, when the French were in power in the first half of the twentieth century the
Sunni elite disdained military careers, they did not want to be French lackeys. Others, like the
Alawis from Latakia, on the Mediterranean coast north of Lebanon, were relatively uneducated and
from rural areas, and had no choice. So when the French left their military strength was an
advantage, and eventually they formed a ruling elite.What Van Dam says, however, was that
sectarian politics was to some extent forced on them because the different sociological, religious
and tribal groups had different interests, that was just the way it went.This book says very little,
except in passing about Syria’s relations with Israel, Egypt, the US. If you want to know about all

that read Seale’s book first.

| found this book tio be an invaluable reference explaining the history of the alignment of minorities
behind the Alawite regime. However, | was looking for an assessment of tribal influence on modern

Syrian society, and information about how the tribes align behind or against the Alawite regime.

Somewhat difficult to read because of the unfamiliar names, the book is worth reading because it
provides the reader the background and political history of how Syria came to be the country that it
is today. Am able to understand how and why the nonviolent struggle exists today as well as the

disparity throughout the country.

Download to continue reading...

The Struggle for Power in Syria: Politics and Society under Asad and the Ba’th Party Bachelorette
Party - Hen Party Planning ldeas, Themes, and Games: A Guide Book For Bachelorette Party
Inspirations (Weddings by Sam Siv 13) How Iran Fuels Syria War: Details of the Irgc Command HQ
and Key Officers in Syria Islamic Struggle in Syria Power Training: For Combat, MMA, Boxing,
Wrestling, Martial Arts, and Self-Defense: How to Develop Knockout Punching Power, Kicking
Power, Grappling Power, and Ground Fighting Power Syria from Reform to Revolt, Volume 2:
Culture, Society, and Religion (Modern Intellectual and Political History of the Middle East)
Halloween Party Recipes and Treats: Easy Recipes and Party Ideas for Halloween 101 Questions
for the Bride and Groom: Great Party Game for a Bachelorette, Bridal or Engagement Party The
Best Bridal Shower Party Games & Activities, #1 (Party Games and Activities) Jello Shot Recipes:
55 Fun & Creative Jello Shot Recipes for your Party (Jello Shots, Jelly Shots, Party Recipes, Jungle
Juice, Punch Recipes, Vodka Recipes, ... Rum Recipes, Cocktail Recipes, Wine Making) Stag Party


http://ebooksreps.com/en-us/read-book/0r1AM/the-struggle-for-power-in-syria-politics-and-society-under-asad-and-the-ba-th-party.pdf?r=NmgVOCmXXaKvKqRBGU2L4j601vYKAtJJw%2BWs%2ByB5SOfsJnfcKOjQHlX6ZNqq74Ui

Guest Book: Classic Blank Page Stag Party Guest Book Option - ON SALE NOW - JUST $6.99
National Ideology Under Socialism: Identity and Cultural Politics in Ceausescu’s Romania (Society
and Culture in East-Central Europe) Iraq and Syria 1941 (The Politics and strategy of the Second
World War) Syria (Hot Spots in Global Politics) Cheddi Jagan and the Politics of Power: British
Guiana’s Struggle for Independence (H. Eugene and Lillian Youngs Lehman Series) Power, Politics
and Death: A Front-row Account of Nigeria Under the Late President Yar’Adua Issues and Trends in
Contemporary African Politics: Stability, Development, and Democratization (Society and Politics in
Africa) Oman: Politics and Society in the Qaboos State (The Ceri / Sciences Po Series in
Comparative Politics and International Studies) Guyana: Politics in a Plantation Society (Politics in
Latin America) Power in Print: Popular Publishing and the Politics of Language and Culture in a

Colonial Society, 1778-1905

Dmeca


http://ebooksreps.com/en-us/dmca

